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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                            Dec 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                                   Zech 14 

 
Zechariah 14 is the ending chapter of the book, which continues with more eschatological 
revelation from the previous chapter. The book of Zechariah begins with the rebuilding of the 
temple, but ends with a global (though Jerusalem is still the centre of the drama) perspective. 
Through the revelation, God intended to expand His people's horizon from their own issues to 
the issues of God's kingdom. The structure of this chapter is as follow: 
1. The siege of Jerusalem (1-2) 
2. The return of the Messiah and its effects (3-8) 
3. The establishment of the Messiah's kingdom (9-11) 
4. The judgment against the enemies (12-15) 
5. Holy to the Lord (16-21) 
 
The siege of Jerusalem (1-2) 

 (1) It continues with the theme of refining from ch.13.  (also similar to ch.12) 
o "you" & "your": Jerusalem (A day of the Lord = the eschatological war) 

 (2) "I" emphasizes the sovereignty of the Lord 
o The scene here is likely the same as the one in Rev 16:16-21 

 
The return of the Messiah and its effects (3-8) 

 (3) Even if it says that the Lord is the warrior, we can understand that the Lord = Messiah 
o "a day of battle": God's divine intervention in the past (eg. Exodus) 

 (4) "Mount Olives": see Acts 1:11-12  2710 ft high, 333 ft higher than the Temple Mount 

 (5) Split of Mount Olives: to make an escape route for God's people 
o Earthquake in the days of Uzziah: see Amos 1:1 
o "All the holy ones": Believers and angels  

 (6-7): Sunlight vs cold darkness & day vs night  all are markers of time and seasons, now 
being turned "upside-down" 

o From cosmos changes (6-7), to topographical changes (8-10), to political changes 
(12-13), to economics changes (14), to spiritual changes (16-17) 

o (6-7) is the turning point of the passage: God's active intervention  

 (8) "Living water" = flowing spring water  East to Dead Sea; West to Mediterranean Sea 
o Non-stop water supply in summer (dry season) and in winter (rain season) 

 
The establishment of the Messiah's kingdom (9-11) 

 (9) When "on that day", the Lord exhibits His mighty power, the goal of history will be 
achieved  the Lord "will be" the only king over the earth 

 (10-11) vs (4): cities around Jerusalem will be leveled, Jerusalem will be lifted up (Isa 2:2; 
Micah 4:1) 

o Geba (North), Rimmon (South)  Border cities; Arabah = meaning plain 
o Benjamin Gate, First Gate, Hananel Tower (Northeast); Corner Gate (Northwest); 

Winepresses (South)  all important landmarks 
o Also, the city will be densely populated, never again to be depopulated (a curse) 
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The judgment against the enemies (12-15) 

 (12) compared to when God stroke the Assyrian Army of Kong Sennacherib (Isa 37:36) 

 (13) compared to when God stroke the Midian army with great panic (Jdg 7:22) 

 (14) Humans (Judah) will also participate in God's battle 
 
Holy to the Lord (16-21) 

 (16) remnants are found in enemies too (those surrender to the Lord) 
o A gesture of continuous surrender in ancient Middle East: Annual pilgrimage 
o "Festival of Tabernacles": see Lev 23:34-43 

 1 of the 3 most important  festivals, final harvest of the year, and the greatest 
festival of the Jewish year 

 Temple dedication was done during this festival (1 Kings 8:2)  ascend to 
the throne 

 In the end days, God will "tabernacle" with His people (Rev 21:3) 

 (17-19): Drought is one of the curses for covenantal disobedience (Deut 28:12-14, 24) 
o Egypt will get other plagues because they do not depend on rain, but on Nile River 

 (20-21): The vision of the Bible  all become holy, no more separation between holy & 
worldly, because God has filled everything everywhere 

o Horses (Military); Cooking pots (Religious); Other pots (Social life) 
o "Holy to the Lord": originally only engraved on the gold plate worn by high priest 

(Exo 28:36) 
o "Canaanites" represent anyone who is morally or spiritually unclean 
o It points at the end days as described in Rev 11:15: Christ being King forever 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. God revealed the ending of history to the Israelites through the prophet. How do you think such 

revelation meant to these people? What does it mean to us? How is your spiritual life being affected by 

God's eschatological revelation? 

2. God revealed that He will turn the order of the cosmos up-side-down. In our culture and society, what do 

you hope that God will turn it up-side-down? What in our church's culture do you think requiring an up-

side-down turning? 

3. Festival of Tabernacles is among the 3 biggest festivals for Israelites. Celebrating these festivals are 

very important to the whole nation. What do you think is the significance of festivals for our faith? How 

should we celebrate festivals? How is our attitude towards our festivals? 

4. The vision of the bible is for everyone & everything to become holy. Is this separation of holy and worldly 

a serious issue in church nowadays? What are the reasons of such separation? How to correct? 

5. After this whole year studying the books of Haggai and Zechariah, what did you learn that is most 

significant to you? 


