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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                            Nov 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                              Zech 12-13 

 
Zechariah 12 is the concluding section of the book. God, through the prophet, issued His last 
oracle, which is also His most ultimate address to His people ("in/on that day") 
 
1. The siege of Jerusalem (12:1-3) 
2. Israel was delivered from the attacks of the nations (12:4-9) 
3. Israel was delivered from their sins (12:10-13:9) 
4. The return of the Messiah in the last days (14 [next bible study]) 
 
The siege of Jerusalem (12:1-3) 

 (1) Israel: refers to the whole nation instead of only the northern kingdom 
o God's creative power emphasizes His sovereignty  From the power to begin 

(creation) to the power to end (destruction of enemies) 

 (2) Jerusalem was pictured as a cup around which all nations gathered  defenselessness  

 (3) But God intervened, that the defenseless cup would become an immovable rock 
o See 1 Cor 3:17 

 
 
Israel was delivered from the attacks of the nations (12:4-9) 

 (4) Curses on the nations:  panic, madness, blindness 
o God "opens His watchful eyes" while the enemies became blind  

 (6) These clans represent loyal leaders in the last days, who will defend their people (remain 
intact) and attack their enemies (consumed by fire) 

 (7-9) emphasize fairness: In God's saving grace, there is no superiority or inferiority 
o "Will be like God" can be translated as "will be like God's angels" 

 
 
Israel was delivered from their sins (12:10-13:9) 

 From here, there is a movement from physical deliverance to spiritual deliverance 

 (10) Spiritual deliverance does not focus on external factors, but rather on the Spirit within 
o Spirit of grace and supplication: enable us to let go of self-dependence 
o "me" should be "him"  The Messiah 

 Pierce: killing of the Messiah (the cross) 

 (11) the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo 
o Hadad Rimmon: a place, name consists of two Syrian idols 
o Weeping: people mourned for the death of King Josiah (2 Ch 35:20-27) 

 (12-14) The description here (clan by itself, wives by themselves) depicts extreme mourning 
and repentance  (across the whole nation) 

o This mourning and repentance are a result of the indwelling of the Spirit 
 
 
 

Double deliverance 
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Renewal after repentance (13:1-6) 

 (1) renewal #1: Cleansing of Sins (individuals) 

o The cleansing of sins is a result of the sacrificial piercing of the Messiah 

 (2) renewal #2: Banishing the name of the idols (society) 
o "name": refers to the power of the idols 
o Banishing the names = banishing false prophecies  

 (3) "still prophesize": prophesize in the name of idols (false prophecies) 
o Even parents will stab (same word as pierce) them 
o False prophecies have always existed from the time of Babylonian return and 

beyond (Neh 6:12-14; Matt 24; 2 Thes 2:2-4; Rev 13:4-15) 

 (4-6) Because of these stern measures, a false prophet will not dare to reveal himself 
o "a prophet's garment of hair"  Elijah (2 Kings 1:8) 
o (6) "wounds on the body"  self-inflicted wounds to arouse idol's attention (1 Kings 

18:28) 
 
Rejecting the Messiah and the remnant (13:7-9) 

 This section precedes v.1-6 chronologically 

 (7) "swords": symbolize death  against one whom God calls "my shepherd, the man who 
is close to me" (see 11:4-14) 

o 12:10-14  Messiah's death was presented as an act of Israel 
o Here: Messiah's death was the sovereign act of God 
o The last part of v.7 was quoted by Jesus before his arrest (Matt 26:31&56; Mark 

14:27&50) 
o Scattered: Occurred in 70AD, in which it's a way God chose to refine Israel 

 (8-9) one third: remnant 
o Purifying God: Extract pure gold (smaller in size) from a larger volume of mixed 

metals 

 (9b): a covenantal format 
 

Discussion Questions: 

1. In 12:1-3, God emphasizes His sovereignty with His power to create. In your life, what have reminded 

you about God's sovereignty? How does knowing of God's sovereignty affect your way of life? 

 

2. 12:4-9 reminds us the characteristics of faithful leaders (to protect and to defend). What 

characteristics do you normally seek from a loyal leader? How would you pray for our church leaders 

based on the characteristics you mentioned? 

 

3. When God pours out His Spirit, people will know to supplicate. However, how can we balance 

"supplicating to the Spirit" when life always demands our "best effort"? 

 

4. As a spiritual community, we are mandated to discern false teaching from the truth. In this deceptive 

world, what challenges will we face when we try to discern between false and true? How can we equip 

ourselves to go against these challenges? 

 

5. How you ever felt that you were refined by God? What was the experience? What do you think God's will 

would be in his present refining of our church? 


