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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                            Aug 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                            Zech 8:1-23 

 
Zechariah 8 is the end of section 1 of the book. In Ch. 7, God called His people to repent by 
reminding them their past sins and the subsequent punishment. In this chapter, God calls His 
people to repent by assuring them of His future promises. 
 
1) God's promise of returning to Shalom (8:1-6) 
2) God's plan to rebuild His people (8: 7-8) 
3) God's promise to reverse disasters  (8:9-13) 
4) "City of Truth" (8:14-17) 
5) Salvation from Judea to all nations (8:18-23) 
 
God's promise of returning to Shalom (8:1-6) 

 (2) "Very Jealous": see (1:14) 
o Jealousy in OT is the intolerance of rivalry and unfaithfulness 
o “Jealous” is a term used in covenantal relationship 

 (3) God's action of of His "jealousy": Return to Zion (Jerusalem) 
o Jerusalem was renewed to a "City of Truth" and Holy mountain (due to God's return) 
o Return to Holiness is because of God's action (presence) instead of human's effort 

 (4-5) Changes in society due to God's presence: Peace (sit in the street), long life (old age), 
and prosperity (lots of children)  The weakest and most defenseless members of society 
are living securely 

o The final stage of such "Shalom" will only be achieved in the second coming of Christ 

 (6) Such eventualities may seem too good to be true for the Jewish remnant living at that 
time. (Just like Sarah could not believe her pregnancy.) Must they also seem hard to God? 

 
God's plan to rebuild His people (8: 7-8) 

 (7) "save" literally means "gather"  "East & West": two opposites to express totality, 
meaning "wherever the people are". (See Psa 103:11-12) 

o Refers to universal salvation. This promise is larger than has yet been fulfilled 

 (8) "They will be my people and I will be their God": a covenantal expression (Exo 6:7) 
o From Lo Ammi (not my people) to Ammi (my people) (Hos 1:8-2:1; Rom 9:25-26) 

 
God's promise to reverse disasters  (8:9-13) 

 (9) This encouragement is to motivate the people to complete the rebuilding of the temple 

 (10) "Before that time": the day when foundation was laid (9) and rebuilding project began 
o No one could go about their business safely = no one could go in and out safely 
o Enemy might refer to Samarians  

 (11) But now: God begins His reversal  blessing from the covenant materialized through 
obedience (Lev 26:3-10) 

 (13) Purpose of blessing is to be a blessing 
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"City of Truth" (8:14-17) 

 (14) "Show no pity": a covenantal term  no pity was due to serious violation of covenant 

 (14-15) As strong as God's determination to bring disaster, so strong is His determination to 
do good 

 (16-17) Rebuilding temple is to rebuild the spiritual life of the people. After disasters and 
blessing, God stipulates what He expects from His people in grateful response.  

 16 [positive responses] vs  17 [negative responses]  
o Speak the truth to each other (16)   vs   do not plot evil against each other (17) 
o Render true and sound judgment in your courts (16)   vs   do not love to swear 

falsely (17) 
 
Salvation from Judea to all nations (8:18-23) 

 (19) mourning (fasting) will be turned into joy (feast)  through "loving truth and peace" 
o God answered the question from (7:3) indirectly  one day, all fasting will be give 

way to festivals 

 (20-21) This joy is very appealing  gentiles will be attracted to Jerusalem to worship God 

 When can they stop fasting? 
o When all people " Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound 

judgment in your courts" (16) 

 (22) Powerful nations literally means "Numerous" nations  all come to Jerusalem 

 (23) "In those days" = "in that day"  The Day of the Lord 
o Ten: indicating a large number or complete number 
o Salvation: from God  through Israel  to all nations 

 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Israelites at Zechariah's time felt that the promise of shalom was so unbelievable. As a Christian, what 

do you think should be considered as "wishing thinking", and what should be considered as "faithful 

hope"? Can you share some of your personal experiences? 

2.  The entire oracle in this account was based on the principle of covenant, with phrases such as "jealous, 

"they will be my people", and "show no pity". What God emphasized here was that His people must 

also pay much attention on this Holy covenant. How do you understand the concept of "covenant" in 

the bible? How do you think the principle of covenant should guide a Christian's life? How do 

Christians in general understand and appreciate covenant these days? How can a church raise the 

awareness of such an important issue of Christian life? 

3. v. 16-17 highlighted the fact that the rebuilding of temple is to rebuild the spiritual life of God's people. 

Under this concept, how do you understand "building a church" or "rebuilding a church"? How should 

we set our goals on "rebuilding our church"? 

4. If you are one of those who raised the question in ch.7 of whether to stop fasting or not, after these two 

chapters, how do you decide whether to continue fasting or not? When you go back to discuss with 

other spiritual and community leaders, how would you suggest them to do? 


