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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                            July 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                            Zech 7:1-14 

 
Zechariah 7 is a divine oracle that comes after the series of 8 visions (1 year and 10 months 
later). It is about 2 years to the completion of the rebuilding of the Temple. 
 
1) The question about fasting (7:1-3) 
2) The rebuke by the Lord (7:4-7) 
3) The command to repent (7:8-14) 
 
The question about fasting (7:1-3) 

 Spiritual renewal has been the theme of Zechariah 
o To live righteously in response to their past judgment and future promise 

 (1) Fourth year of King Darius: 518 BC (Dec 7) 

 (2-3) Sharezer & Regem-Melech: Babylonian names, likely Babylonian-born Israelites 
o Question directed to the temple priests and the prophets (includes Zechariah) 

 They asked: " Should I mourn and fast in the fifth month, as I have done for so many years?" 
o The question is reasonable: During the captivity, Israelites observed 4 more fastings 

in addition to the one on Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement, see Lev 16:29-31) in order 
to express their sorrow and remorse 

 4th month: the day when the city wall was destroyed (2 Kings 25:3-4) 
 5th month: the day the temple was destroyed (2 Kings 25:8-10) 
 7th month: the day Gedaliah the son of Ahikam was assassinated (2 Kings 

25:25) 
 10th month: the day when the king of Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem (2 

Kings 25:1) 
o Now that the rebuilding of temple is almost complete, is it necessary to continue 

these special fastings? 
 
The rebuke by the Lord (7:4-7) 

 God rebuked the attitude behind the question in v.3 using rhetorical questions 
o Rebuke about what? --> Israelites' attitude towards fasting 

 (5) "for me": according to my will (means that fasting is for repentance and seeking 
forgiveness) 

o "for  yourselves": according to your own will (means that fasting became a mere 
religious formality unsupported by obedience to the word of God and evidence of 
transformation) 

o Israelites then had turned fasting into a time of self-pity for their physical condition, 
instead of genuine repentance and moral renewal 

 (6) fasting (for atonement) has a primary purpose of "self-denial". Lev 16:29 & 31 --> Deny 
yourselves. The Israelites' fasting was unfortunately very self-centered (like eat and drink) 

 (7) refers to pre-exilic period when the forefathers did not listen to the prophets 
o Negev & western foothills were among the agricultural and grazing areas 
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 The command to repent (7:8-14) 

 The major points in this section: 1) The guilty of legalism -- external adnerence to the letter 
of the las while disregarding the internal spirit; 2) To take their forefathers' disobedience 
and its consequences to serve as a warning to the post-exilic community 

 (9-10) Four tests of spiritual reality 
o 1) "Administer true justice" (Misphat) 

 The proper ordering of all society (see Isa 42:1 & 4 about the messianic 
kingdom of justice) 

 Including moral, religious, spiritual, political, social, economic.....etc 
o 2) "Show mercy (Hesed) and compassion (rakham)":  

 Mercy: Unfailing & Covenantal love (see Hos 10:12) 
 Compassion: related to the Hebrew word for "womb", connoting a tender, 

maternal kind of love 
o 3) "Do not oppress": most common victims are listed in this verse 

 The most disadvantaged members of the society with the fewest legal rights 
o 4) "Do not think evil of each other": eg. a spirit of hatred, vindictiveness, revenge 

that devises wicked schemes to harm others 
o People must repent and begin practicing this ethical teaching; otherwise their 

fasting is mere legalism and hypocrisy 

  (11-12) "they" = the pre-exilic ancestors, especially the leaders 
o Warning: Do not be like your unrepentant, unfaithful, disobedient ancestors, or you 

will suffer a similar fate 

 (14) "The nations": particularly refer to Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Have you ever tried fasting? Is fasting a way to make your prayer more effective? If you are to fast, what 

attitude and objective would you have? 

2. The events that the Israelites remembered through fasting were all disastrous or negative events. 

Nowadays, we like only to remember the joyful moments (such as church anniversary or birthdays). If we 

only celebrate joyful moments, how will it hurt our spirituality?  

3. The corrupted spirituality of the Israelites was seen by their legalism (observance of spiritual duties but 

without an true obedient and repentant heart). Is this problem common in our church nowadays? How 

can we break this sinful pattern of legalism and hypocrisy? 

4. How similar is the spiritual corruption shown in this passage to the one in Isa 1:1-17? Isa 1:1-17 was 

written about 100 years before the Babylonian Captivity. The situation was not corrected and eventually 

led to captivity. The audience of this passage from Zech 7 was the post-exilic community. Unfortunately, 

they seemed to be walking the same path of their ancestors in the Isaiah period. Why is the pain of 

captivity still not enough to change the people's heart? How can we use our painful experience as an 

agent for sustained transformation?  


