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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                   May 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                   Zech 4:1-5:4 

 
We have previously covered 4 of the 8 night visions of Zechariah: 1) Shaking the nations 
and revival for Israel; 2) Shaking the nations; 3) Revival of Israel; 4) Cleansing of Israel 
 
This time, we will continue with the 5th and 6th visions: 
The 5th Vision (4:1-14): Israel as witness of YHWH (Gold lampstand and the two olive trees) 
The 6th Vision (5:1-4): Judgment (The flying scroll) 
 
The 5th Vision (4:1-14): Gold lampstand and the two olive trees 

 Theme: To vindicate and encourage the two leaders, Zerubbabel and Joshua, in the 
work of rebuilding the temple by reminding them of their divine resources 

 v2: a bowl on top, seven lights below (each with seven channels of wicks) 49+1 
o many lights = brightness  symbolizes the power and might of God’s Spirit 
o Oil (olive oil) symbolizes the power of the Spirit (see 6:6 & 12) 

 v3: Two olive trees may represent the priestly office (Spiritual leadership) and royal 
office (Administrative leadership) in Israel  If this duo-leadership functions properly, 
God’s power (oil) will flow through the whole nation 

o The two branches in v12 refer to Zerubbabel (Administration) and Joshua 
(Spiritual matters) 

o This combination of functions is intended to point ultimately to the messianic 
King-Priest identity of Jesus 

 v4-5: “These” refers to the two olive trees 

 v6-10: An oracle within the vision: though focus is on Zerubbabel, it refers to the whole 
leadership 

o v6: clearly indicates that oil represents God’s Spirit 
 people then misunderstood that the rebuilding of the temple is 

dependent on the grace and resources provided by Persia 
 Many felt discouraged and wanted to give up (just like 18 years ago) 

o v7: highlights the power of God’s Spirit 
 “Mountain” symbolizes all obstacles, including external hostility and 

internal fear 
 Capstone: the last stone to be put on a project, signifying completion 

o v9: Foundation was laid 18 years ago (Ezra 3:8-11); temple completed in 516BC 
o v10: “the day” = the day when the rebuilding began (537 BC) 

 Some people despised the project and considered it “small” 
 The size of the project is not God’s concern. God was concerned who 

were faithful in His mission  Zerubbabel holding plumb line 
o v11-12: 12 elaborates the question in 11 
o v14: the two branches refer to Zerubbabel and Joshua 

 Anointed = “Son of oil” 
 The emphasis of the Anointed is not on privileges, but on responsibilities 

(to witness the power of God’s Spirit) 
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The 6th Vision (5:1-4): The flying scroll 

 Theme: Lawbreakers are condemned by the law they have broken 

 v1: The scroll is partially unrolled for all to read 

 v2: This is a giant scroll 
o 20 cubits x 10 cubits = 30 ft x 15 ft = 450 ft2 
o This is only the open section of the scroll, rather than the entire scroll 

 v3: The scroll represents the declaration of judgment and condemnation 
o The scroll shows the 3rd (oath breaking) and the 8th (theft) commandments 
o Perhaps these two stand for all kinds of sin 
o But these two commandments have their special context 

 There is a connection between theft and oath breaking. One possibility is 
that individuals had made pledges of funds to accomplish the rebuilding 
the temple and were now reneging on their oaths. In that case they 
would be guilty of stealing and oath breaking. They rather invested the 
money in their own homes (see Haggai 1:4) 

 Because of the above reason, the curse falls also on their houses and the 
materials of the houses 

 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

1) Zech 4:6 is a motto for all who serve God. In your serving i) as an individual 

and ii) as a community, how do we ensure that we are indeed rely on God’s 

Spirit rather than our own might and power? What are the consequences 

when we only rely on our own might and power? 

2) Both Haggai and Zechariah have emphasized on the duo-leadership model 

(Administrative [Zerubbabel] and Spiritual [Joshua]). How do you think this 

model can give guidance on church’s leadership nowadays? (eg. Should the 

two be totally separate? Or can the two be combined?) 

3) In the time of Zechariah, there were people despised the rebuilding of the 

temple, and considered it as small thing. This attitude and value system 

have dictated how the Israelites allocated their resources and time. In our 

situation, how do we allocate our resources and time? What do we base our 

decision on? How do we decide what are considered “small things” 

[unworthy of our time and effort] and what are “big things” [worthy of our 

time and effort]?  

4) Have you ever reneged your commitment to God? What was it? How does 

Zech 5:1-4 teach or remind you today? 


