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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                     Apr 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                 Zech 2:1-3:10 

 
From the vision in Zech 1:7-17, there are two main points: 1) God’s anger towards the 
nations and 2) revival for Israel. The vision in 1:18-21 elaborates the first point. Zech 2 will 
address the revival of Israel. 
 
Zech 2: Third vision  Revival of Israel 
Zech 3: Fourth vision  Cleansing of Israel 
 
2:1-13: Third vision  Revival of Israel 

 The fulfillment of this vision extends beyond the historical restoration period to the 
messianic kingdom era (end of days) 

 (1) measuring line: (see 1:16) to set the perimeter of the city  first step of restoration 

 (2) city = Jerusalem 

 (4) City without walls: borderless (the Messianic Kingdom)  

 (5) without walls also means “defenseless”  Thus God’s wall of fire and glory within 
o Wall of fire is reminiscent of the pillar of fire at the exodus  Protection only 

comes from the Lord 
o Glory within: final actualization of God’s rule 

 (6-7) Land of the North: Babylon 
o The reference is to the Jews who chose to stay in Babylon 

 (8) “me” refers to the Messiah  He is the Lord 
o Apple of his eye: Apple means “Gate”  the most sensitive and vital part 

 (9) raise: means wave; “hand” refers to the display of divine omnipotence 
o The destroyed is self-destroyed 

 (10) It still remains a ultimately messianic theme in this verse 
o “Dwell”: the word is from “tabernacle”  

 (11) “That day”: the day of the Lord (Joel 1:15; 2:28-3:21) 
 
Zech 3:1-10: Fourth vision  Cleansing of Israel 

 (1) Joshua: the high priest who returns with Zerubbabel. (Hag 1:1)  His appearance in 
this vision is representative of the entire nation of Israel. Using the high priest to 
represent Israel, God is addressing Israel as a priestly nation. (Exo 19:6) 

o The purpose to rebuild the temple is to rebuild the nation’s priestly role 
o How a defiled nation can be restored as a priestly nation? 
o Satan: Accuser  Right side: the place of accusation under the law (Ps 109:6) 

 Satan hopes that God will reject His people irrevocable (meaning God 
has failed) 

 (2) Israel’s denunciation is followed by her defense by God 
o God’s double rebuke of Satan 

 1) God’s sovereign choice of Jerusalem 
 2) Such choice is based on God’s grace alone (Roman 8:33) 

o Burning stick: Fire = refinement (Babylonian captivity)  See 1 Cor 3:15 
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 (3) Reason for Satan’s accusation is given: Israel’s impurity 
o How God can bless a filthy nation such as Israel?  Grace and work of Messiah 
o “Filthy” in Hebrew is the strongest expression for filth of the most vile and 

loathsome character.  Even High Priest Joshua is filthy 
o “Stood before the angel”: Waiting to serve  

 How is a filthy priest supposed to serve? 

 (4) someone stood between Joshua and the angel: connote that Joshua is deprived of 
priestly office (reinstated in v.5) 

o 4-5: process of justification (by grace instead of one’s merit) 
o Rich/fine garment: reinstated as high priest (based on Messiah’s substitutionary 

death) 

 (5-7) the angel stood by (aside): Joshua again waits to serve 
o Two conditions: 

 Walk in my ways: personal life and attitude toward the Lord (practical) 
 Keep my requirements: Faithful fulfillment of official duties (official) 

o Three results: 
 Govern the house of God: Deciding disputed matters 
 Charge of God’s courts: Protect temple against pollution and idolatry 
 A place among (the angels): Ready access to God 

 (8) My servant, the branch: refer to the Messiah 

 (9) Stone: also refers to Messiah (1 Peter 2:6-8) 
o “Seven eyes”: symbolic of infinite intelligence and omniscience 
o Engraving: may refer to the wounds of Christ  sin is taken away in a single day 

 (10) “In that day”: The day of the Lord 
o The result of action of v.8-9 is peace and security for God’s people 

 
Discussion Questions 

1. What is the meaning and purpose of “End days vision” for the people of 

Zechariah (people before 1st coming of Christ). What is the meaning and 

purpose for us (people in between 1st and 2nd comings of Christ)? 

2. The wall of fire means God’s protection. How do you understand God’s 

protection to His people (eg. Sickness, accidents, disasters)? Have you 

experienced God’s protection in your life before? What do you need God’s 

protection for in the moment of your life? 

3. What role do you think a priest is? Do you think you also have a priestly 

role and responsibility? How difficult is it to fulfill such role in your life? 

4. Satan means accuser. How you experience the accusation of Satan before? 

How can Christians distinguish between Satan’s accusation and rebuke 

from Holy Spirit? 

5. From the two visions studied today, what have you learnt about church’s 

revival? 


