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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                Mar 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                 Zech 1:1-21 

 
Background of Zechariah 

 Same time as Haggai, Zechariah started his ministry two months after Haggai began his 

 Zechariah and Haggai are both prophets returning to Jerusalem from Persia 

 While both prophets focus on rebuilding the temple (the people), Zechariah also has a 
strong eschatological focus  to encourage and exhort the Israelites 

 Both prophets started their ministry in 520 BC. The temple was rebuilt in 516 BC 

 Contrary to Haggai, Zechariah contains a lot of apocalyptic elements (such as visions) 

 Zechariah is one of the most Messianic book in the Old Testament  
 
Zech 1:1-6  A call to repentance 

 the eighth month of the second year of Darius: Oct/Nov 520 BC 
o Using a foreign king for dating because Israel had no king (& no kingdom) then 

 Zechariah, Berekiah, Iddo: mean “The Lord remembers”, “The Lord blesses”, & “timely” 
o This can form the encompassing theme of the Book of Zechariah 

 Iddo was among the priests who returned to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel. Zechariah was 
then a member of a priestly family. 

 (2) warning: God will become angry  The people then knew well that the exile they 
just returned from was the direct result of God’s wrath against their ancestor. 

 (3) The divine wrath is followed by divine grace: a call to repentance  
o 'Return to me, and I will return to you' highlights relationship and allegiance  

 (3-4) “The Lord of Hosts” appears 3 times  emphasize that the message is from God 
and not from Zechariah 

 (4) Ancestors and earlier prophets, see 2 Chron 36:15-21 

 (5-6) The ancestors and prophets may be all gone, God’s words live on to be fulfilled 

 (6) “overtake”: catch up. God’s curse (Deut 28:15) or blessings (Deut 28:2) will catch up 
with His people  

o God’s words will always accomplish His purpose (Isa 55:10-11) 
 
Zech 1:7-17: The first Vision  The Horseman among the Myrtle Trees 

 3 months after v.6, Zechariah saw 8 visions in one night (until 6:8) 

 5 months before this series of visions, the rebuilding of the temple has began 

 The revelations usually follow this general pattern: 
o 1) Introductory words 
o 2) A depiction of what Zechariah sees 
o 3) The prophet’s request for the meaning of the vision 
o 4) The angel’s explanation 

 This series of 8 visions are about God’s purpose for the future of Israel 

 A man: identified as “the angel of the Lord” in v.11 

 Red horse: in Rev 6:4, the red horse is associated with war and death 

 Ravine: it may picture Israel’s lowly condition at that time 
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 Myrtle tree: An evergreen tree, which was associated with the Festival of Tabernacles 
in Neh 8:15, and are described as messianic kingdom blessings in Isa 41:19, 55:13 

 10-11: Angels was sent on missions throughout the earth 
o Report: The whole world is at rest and in peace 
o The report actually means that the enemies of Israel are enjoying peace 

because of their “strength”. Peace/rest represent sorrow for Israel 

 (12) The angel is moved to intercede for Israel.  
o Revival of Israel will accompanied by the “shaking of the nations” (Hag 2:6-9) 
o Temple was destroyed in 586BC. Jeremiah prophesized that Israel will be 

revived in 70 years (Jer 25:11-12). Thus the people did not understand whey 
they still suffered 

  (13) God’s reply was kind and comforting 
o (14) God is “very jealous” for Jerusalem 

 Jealousy in OT is the intolerance of rivalry and unfaithfulness 
 “Jealous” is a term used in covenantal relationship 

o (15) God is “very angry” with the nations that feel (arrogantly) secure 
 A little (could mean short), but the nations prolonged the suffering 

 (16-17): This is a response to the intercession in v.12 
o The temple rebuilding is only the initial stage in the complete fulfillment 
o Measuring line: a “system of restoration”. See Jer 31:38-40 

 
1:18-21: The second Vision  The four horns and the four craftsmen 

 The 2nd (shaking the nations) and 3rd visions (bless Jerusalem) are based on the promise 
in 1:13-17 

 Four horns: horns signify strengths 
o Likely means 4 nations: Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Persia 
o 4 craftsmen: means the nation(s) that shake up the above four nations 
o Main point is that the enemies of God’s people will be eliminated eventually 
o From at rest/in peace to being terrified 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What are the differences of content between the warnings in Zech 1:1-6 and Hag 1:1-13? 

What’s the purpose for Zechariah to tell again the sins of ancestor? What does it mean 

to us? 

2. “Overtake” applies both to curses and blessings. Do you have any experience of being 

“overtaken” by God? 

3. Can you list some other visions from the bible? What is the purpose of these visions 

mostly about? 

4. How does a church today find its vision? What are the practical purposes of visions? 

5. Can you name other incidents in bible where God is jealous? How do we make God 

jealous in our lives? 

6. After reading Zechariah 1, how would you pray for our church based on the scripture? 


