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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                Feb 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                 Hag 2:1-23 

 
Background: return from captivity and rebuild the temple  to renew God’s people 
 
2:1-3  Past 

 21st day of the seventh month: a little less than a month after end of 1st chapter 
o A special day with divine revelation  it’s 7th day of the Feast of Sukkoth 

(Tabernacles), exactly 440 years after Solomon had completed and dedicated the 
first temple 

o Feast of Sukkoth was also the time of covenantal renewal (Deut 31:9-13) 

 The people rebuilding the temple were feeling disheartened, especially those who had 
seen the Solomon temple (about 60 years ago, see Ezra 3:12). God wanted these people to 
remember that the God who has called them in to covenant can and will crown their 
devoted efforts with success. 

 
2:4-5  Present 

 Haggai did not wait for a response to his questions, but instead quickly introduced the 
solution, namely, the presence of Yahweh 

o Even if the temple that is underway suffers badly by comparison with the older one, 
but success and glory are not to be measured in terms of size and splendor, but by 
the fact that Yahweh is present. 

 “Be strong”: imperative form. Appear 3 times 
o The same command occurs 4 times in Joshua 1 (6, 7, 9, 18) 
o Joshua was in similar situation, feeling inadequate by comparison to Moses 
o But “be strong” has its foundation  the presence of Yahweh (Josh 1:5, 9) 

 The God who is present is also the Lord of the Hosts  a strong association to conquest. 
God will assure them victory over their pessimism and other obstacles 

 What do the Israelites fear of? 
o The difficulty of the rebuilding process 
o The attacks from enemies 
o The fear that God has abandoned them 

 
2:6-9  Future 

 What Yahweh has done in the past (deliverance and covenant) he will do again 

 “little while”: even it may sound like near future, the tone and language of the passage is 
clearly eschatological (end of days) 

 Emphasis of God’s sovereign initiative: Lord of the Hosts 
o He will shake……he will fill……he will bring……silver is mine….gold is mine… 

 The form of this passage is similar to Exo 15 (a conquest narrative)  God controls the sea 
(15:5, 8 ,10, 12); promise of peace (15:17-18); bring terror to nations (Josh 2:9-11; 5:1; 
6:20-21); treasures of the city became property of Yahweh (6:24; 7:10-13) 

 Dispite the display of material splendor, true glory will not be found in it but in Yahweh’s 
presence in the temple and among his people. 
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2:10-19  Curse and blessing 

 24th day of the ninth month: two months after previous paragraph, construction underway 

 God continues to reveal the main purpose of rebuilding the temple: to rebuild His people 

 11-13: a dialogical method common in the post-exilic prophets (see Mal) 
o 1) Is it possible for holiness to be communicated from one object to another by 

mere physical (indirect through garment) contact (v.12)? 
 Holy meat can sanctify other food by being in contact directly (Lev 6:27) 
 But garment cannot communicate holiness, thus negative reply from priests. 

o 2) Is unholiness contracted by means of a person who, having touched a dead body, 
touches food or drink (v.13)? 

 The answer to this question is less ambiguous, for it is clear in the law (Lev 
7:19; 22:4-6) 

o Conclusion: Holiness is not communicable, defilement is. 
o Imply that the people will not become holy simply by worshiping in the temple. On 

contrary, they will defile the temple (see Isa 1:11-17) 

 15-19: God has expressed His displeasure with His people many times (over 16 years) 
o “Give careful thought”  our daily encountering could contain divine messages 
o This paragraph is not about the spiritual condition of the people while re-building 

the temple, but about their condition prior to the start of the construction (1:2-11) 
o From this day on I will bless you: What happens on “this day”, so that the whole 

situation was reversed (from curse to blessing)? 
 This goes back to 1:12: confess and repent 

 
2:20-23  Zerubbabel the Chosen One 

 Same day as the previous revelation to Haggai 

 This passage, though, is full of apocalyptic languages about the end of days 

 Zerubbabel is used in the paragraph an symbolic figure for the coming Messiah (esp in 
v.23). See Rev 19:11-16 

 Servant, Signet Ring (see Jer 22:24), Chosen one 

 Book of Haggai ends with an eschatological image because even the temple is re-
constructed, the hope of God’s people is not on this life and this world. Our ultimate hope 
is on the coming Messiah who will reign the heaven and the earth forever 

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Feast of Sukkoth is a time for remembering God’s grace and renewing 

commitment to God. This is a remembrance event for the whole community. Are 

Christians today getting less and less enthusiastic about community 

remembrance events? Has faith become more and more individualistic? This year 

is the 45th anniversary of VCBC, what would you suggest to strengthen our 

commitment and loyalty to God AS A COMMUNITY? 

2. Other than Joshua, can you give other biblical examples that emphasize God’s 

presence and “be strong”? How are you influenced and encouraged by this 

example? 

3. Haggai has a theme of revival. Can you find any important element for revival from 

this book? How can we implement these elements into actions today? 

4. How long was the period covered by the book of Haggai? Can you suggest any 

spiritual practice that you will do over the same length of time in this year? Can 

you also make similar suggestions for your fellowship and our church? 


