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VCBC Fellowship Bible Study 2014                Jan 2014 
Haggai, Zechariah                 Hag 1:1-15 

 

Friday Fellowship Sat Fellowship Passage 

Jan 24 Jan 25 Hag 1:1-15 

Feb 28 Mar 1 (1st Sat) Hag 2:1-23 

Mar 28 Mar 29 (5th Sat) Zech 1:1-21 

Apr 25 Apr 26 Zech 2:1-3:10 

May 23 May 24 Zech 4:1-5:4 

Jun 27 Jun 28 Zech 5:5-6:15 

Jul 25 Jun 26 Zech 7:1-14 

Aug 22 Aug 23 Zech 8:1-23 

Sep 26 Sep 27 Zech 9:1-10:12 

Oct 24 Oct 25 Zech 11:1-17 

Nov 28 Nov 29 (5th Sat) Zech 12:1-13:9 

Dec 12 (2nd Fri) Dec 13 (2nd Sat) Zech 14:1-21 

 
Background of Books of Haggai and Zechariah  

 Time around 520-518 BC, the second group of Israelites returning to Jerusalem 
(Zerubbabel) in order to rebuild the temple for Yahweh 

 Babylon was taken over by Persia. The foreign policy of Persia was relatively more open 
and tolerating  

 Haggai and Zechariah are contemporaries. Malachi was with the third group of 
Israelites returning to Jerusalem (Nehemiah). 

 

Year (BC) Prophets 猶大王/領袖 巴比倫王 波斯王 

600-590 Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel  

Jehoiakim, 
Jehoiachin, 
Zedekiah 

Nebuchadnezzar II  

538  Sheshbazzar 
(Governor) 
[Rebuild temple, 
but work halted] 

 Cyrus 

520 Haggai, 
Zechariah 

Zerubbabel 
(Governor), Joshua 
(priest) 
[resume rebuilding 
of temple] 

 Darius 

450-423 Malachi Ezra (priest), 
Nehemiah 
(Governor) 
[rebuild city wall] 

 Artzxerxes I 
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Hag 1:1-11  Decree to rebuild the temple of Yahweh 

 (1) In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month: 520 BC Aug 29 

 (1) Zerubbabel: meaning Seed of Babylon. He is the grandson of King Jehoiachin  

 (2) The Lord Almighty: more literally is Lord of hosts  used more often in post-exile 

 (2) God pointed out the problem: His people delayed the rebuilding of the temple (at 
least 18 years), saying that “the time has not yet come” 

o Reasons why they delay: 
 i) external attacks: enemies of Jews (Ezra 4:1-4; 5:3-5) affecting morale 
 ii) misplaced priorities: (3-4) God’s temple is still in ruin, but His people 

living in paneled houses 

 (5) God’s warning: first step  Give careful thought to your ways  pay attention on 
God’s displeasure (v. 6 & 9-11) 

 (7) God’s warning: second step  Give careful thought to your ways change your 
course of actions  do what is right in God’s eyes  go up……bring down……build 

 (8) Mountain: the mountain range surrounding Jerusalem (but the Cedar woods for the 
first Temple were imported from Lebanon) 

o In Sheshbazzar time, people were discouraged to rebuild because they would 
not be able to build a temple as grand as the first one 

o God commanded them to rebuild the temple not because He wanted a building. 
God wanted to re-set His people’s priorities through this rebuilding project 

o Only being God-fearing and obedient, God will “take pleasure and be honored” 
 
Hag 1:12-15  Action to rebuild the temple of Yahweh 

 (12) It’s His people’s hearts that God is trying to rebuild (obeyed the voice, feared……) 

 (13) “I am with you”: but the temple was not even built 
o God’s presence is not because of the temple, but a fearing and obedient heart 

 (14) The Lord stirred up the spirit……: Fearing and obedience are from God, therefore, 
God’s people must pray fervently for God to stir up our spirit 

 (15) the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month: 520 BC Sep 21 
o From God’s warning to the start of rebuilding: 23 days 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Returning & rebuilding are difficult. In our opinion, why the first group of Jews ensured 

so much hardship to return but so quickly gave up rebuilding the temple? For 

Christians nowadays, is “being committed” getting rarer and rarer? Why? 

2. What did God think as the biggest problem of the Jews in the time of Haggai? Is this 

problem common today? Rebuilding faced challenges both external and within, why 

God only confronted the Jews of their problem within?  

3. In order to rebuild our church, what do you learn from Hag 1? The Jews were 

discouraged by the former glory of the temple. How did God correct them? What 

message can we learn from it? 

4. Obedience and fear are from God. Spend more time today to pray together for God to stir 

up our spirit. 


